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Where  may  be  had  the  fifth  Edition  of  ALFRED. 

The  Public  are  requefted  to  take  Notice  that  pirated  Copies  of 
ALFRED  are  on  Sale — mutilated  and  incomplete. 

On  the  2ift  inftant,  will  be  Publilhed,  a  Reply  to  a  Letter 

from  a  NOBLEMAN. 

Alfo,  another  Letter  to  the  P  R  I  N  C  E, 

Price  One  Shilling  each. 
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(  *  ) 


ALFRED  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


— *  * 

motive  for  publifliing  this  letter  is  pure 
and  honorable. 

? 

With  the  LIBERTY  of  the  prefs,  are  con- 
•nedted  the  deareft  interefts  of  fociety.  The 
LICENTIOUSNESS  of  the  prefs,  no  Patriot 
will  defend.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  charge 
unfounded  on  fa£t  be  publifhed  under  the 

fanftion  of  his  name,  he  will  be  eager  to 

■  ■ » 

make  every  atonement  in  his  power.  Fie 
will  privately  acknowlege  his  error,  and  pub- 
licly  renounce  it.  If  the  olfence  demaad 
legal  reproof,  he  will  fubmit  with  refignation 
to  the  verdidl  of  his  Peers,  and  the  judgment 

c  ^  i  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

of  a  Court.  But  if  the  alFair  be  of  a  nature 


a 


t» 


i  {  2  ) 

to  juftify  an  appeal  to  Heaven,  he  will  firmly 
alleit  in  the  field,  the  freedom  which  he 
claims  in  the  clofet. 

I  credit  the  narrative  annexed,  or  I  fliould 
blufli  to  publilli  it  to  the  world.  *  Sin- 

4 

cerely  perfuaded  that  the  contents  are  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  the  Realm,  1  difdain 
that  abjedl  prudence,  which  prefers  the  fafety 
of  the  individual  to  the  happinefs  of  the  ftate.. 

Mr.  Sheridan  may  ftorm  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  menace  with  deftruflion  all 
who  prefume  to  inveftigate  the  fecrets  of  the 
Party.  He  may  arraign  Horne  Tooke  of 
treafon,  reproach  Mr.  Rolle  with  fedition, 
and  infult  whom  he  pleafes,  with  impunity 

*  i. 

_ ^Alfred  excepted, 

Tlie  narrative  is  concife,  but  the  fa£^s  are  of  fufficient  magnitude 
to  create  deteftation  and  alarm,*  in  every  pafriot-b'reaft. 

-  *  -  ^  .  TO 


(  3  ) 


T  Embrace  this  opportunity  of  repeating  my  acknowlege- 
*  ments  to  the  Public,  fox  the  great  and  unprecedented  fale 
of  Alfred  and  the  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Malady.  And  I  fin. 
cerely  rejoice  that  the  political  influence  of  the  Pamphlets  has 
been  equally  extenfive  and  encouraging. 

With  no  Icfs  pleafure  I  hear  the  general  and  deferved  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  fabrication  of  the  Party  in  Page  58  of  the  Royal 
Malady.  It  has  been  infinuated,  indeed,  that  the  tale  is  of  my 
own  invention.  I  wifh  any  Gentleman  of  the  Party  would 
'  declare  this  belief  to  my  face.  I  add — if  a  folemn  and  fatis- 
fadtory  .promile  be,  made,  that  the  promotion  of  the  Officer  of 

V  ’ 

the  Navy  lhall  not  be  affedled,  either  diredtly  or  indiredlly, 
I  will  inflahtly  give  up  his  name.  If  the  promife  be  refufed, 
I  will  cheerfully  fuftain  the  cenfure,  and  encounter  even  Death 
itfelf,  rather  than  betray  an  innocent  Man,  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  fortunes.  ,  .  ^  - 


With  refpedt  to  the  attempts  made  by  an  enraged  and  de- 
fpairing  Party  to  impede  the  fale,  I  treat  them,  as  they  merit, 

with 


I 


/ 


(  4.  ) 

with  contempt.  I  will  only  remark  thatl  have  not  received 
four  ihoufand  pounds  to  publifli  an  imperfed:  copy  of  the  Royal 
Malady ’V-that  the  Converfation  Piece  between  the  Prince  and 
Lady  ^^^^'Herbert  is  not  ^^omitted^—and,  finally,  that  if  any  of 
the  Party  go  to  Sloan-Square,  Chelfea,  they  may  be  fadsfied 
as  to  the  existence  .of  '  v  \ 

*  '  ’  »; 

P  H  I  L  I  P  W  I  T  H  E  R  S. 


Printing-Office, 
13M  Feb.  1789. 


affidavit. 

,  * 

Middlefex  Jlcfchy  dscldrs  that  the  CLtiTiexei  was 

brought  by  the  Penny  Poji,  that  I  am  totally 
'  ignorant  of  the  jAuthoVi  and  that  I  believe  every 

Part  cf  the  Contents  to  be.  JiriBly  true— except 

what  relates  to  myfelf* 

PHILIP  WITHERS. 

Sworn  before  me,  Wm.  H  Y  D  E, 
one  of  His  Majefty’s  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  this  Eleventh  Day  of 
February,  1789. 


X  O 


(  .5  ) 


TO 

ALFRED. 

SIR, 

T  N  thefe  degenerate  times,  when  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs  has  lb  much 
fulfered  by  falle  delicacy  and  timidity 
of  fpirit,  unworthy  of  Britons,  and 
highly  injurious  to  that  glorious  pri¬ 
vilege  which  was  the  boaft  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  and  which  has  been  efteemed 
the  chief  bulwark  of  the  Conftitutlon, 
it  is  with  infinite  fatisfa6tion  we  meet 

B  with 


(  6  ) 

with  an  author,  who  dares  aflert  the 
glorious  privilege  of  warning  his  Coun¬ 
trymen  of  thofe  impending  dangers 
which,  at  this  awful  f  crifis,  threaten 
both  church  and  ftate. 

Whilft  it  is  impoilible  for  the  moft 
rigid  Critic  to****  *  *** 

*  k  f  ■  ^ 

###### 

•  *  *  **  *#**  «  **t 

one  laments  that,  probably  from  your 


^  The  King,  God  be  praifed,  is  convalefcent. 

if 

X  It  is  a  prevailing  pradlice  with  authors  to  fuff  their 
own  works ;  witnefs,  the  encomiums  beftowed  on  the 
Prince’s  letter  by — Mr.  Sheridan.  But'neither  necef- 
lity  nor  inclination  urge. Alfred  to  any.fuch  inglorious 
expedients.  Happy  in  the  applaufe  of  the  Public,  he 
chearfully  conceals  the  praifes  of  an  individual. 

private 


(  7  ) 

private  fituatlon  in  fociety,  you  have 
not  thofe  opportunities  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  many  circumftances  that 
would  tend  to  render  your  book  more 
interefting,  and  throw  much  light  upon 
the  myfterious  htuation  of  the  Prince 
and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert. 

The  firft  time  the  Prince  faw  Mrs. 

Fitzherbert  was  in  Lady  Sefton’s  box, 

{ 

at  the  Opera,  and  the  novelty  of  her 
face  more  than  the  brilliancy  of  her 
charms,  had  the  ufual  eife6t  of  ena¬ 
mouring  the  Prince.  But  he  had  not 
to  do  with  a  raw,  unpra61:iced  girl.  An 
experienced  dame,  who  had  been  twice 
a  widow,,  was  not  likely  to  furrender 

upon 


(  8  ) 

upon  common  terms.  She  looked  for¬ 
ward  towards  a  more  brilliant  profpe£t 
which  her  ambition  might  artfully  fug- 
geft,  founded  upon  the  feeble  character 
of  an  amorous  young  Prince.  She  a- 
dopted  the  Hale  artifice  of  abfenting  her- 
lelf  for  fomemonths;  and  went  toPlom- 
biers  in  Lorrain,  where  fhe  contracted 
an  intimacy  with  the  Marquis  de  Bel- 
levoye,*  with  whom  (he  withdrew  for 
fome  time,  and  lived  in  the  greatell 
familiarity. f"  The  confequence  of  this 

(f  intercourfe 


*  Reputed  the  handfomeft  man  in  France,  before  he 
wasfhot  in  the  face,  but  that  accident  cooled  Mrs.  Fitz- 
herbert's  paflion. 

•f*  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what  Idea  the  Author 
affixes  to  the  term— ^familiarity.  It  may  mean  fuch 

habits 


(  9  ) 

intercourfe  v/as  a  neceflity  of  .  retiring 
to  Paris,*  where,  by  means  of  her  two 
Scotch  Toad-Eaters,  f'  the  fcandalous 

tranfa6lion  was  induftrioufly  concealed. 

.  / 

habits  as  exift  between  the  Prince  and  Mr,  Sheridan— 
and  it  may  mean  a  clofer  attachment,  a  more  expref- 
five  intercourfe,  fuch  as  exifls  between  their  Royal 
Highneffes  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales. 

*  Does  the  author  defign  to  infinuate  that  Plombiers 
was  unable  to  furriifh  a  midwife  and  the  other  accom¬ 
modations  neceflary  for  a  lady  obedient  to  the  divine 
command—increafe  and  multiply  ? 

'f' '  Scotch  Toad-Eaters,  In  every  work  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  fubmit  to  public  animadverfion,  I  religi- 
oufly  avoid — national  rejieBions.  I  reverence  a  brave, 
upright  man,  without  regard  to  country,  parentage,  or 
drofeflion.  The  phrafe  of  my  correfpondent  is  retained, 
from  an  idea  that  it  may  be  neceffary  to  a  difcrimi- 
nation  of  perfons. 


c 


Left 


(  ) 

Left  the  matter ’  iliould  come  to  the 
ears  of  the  Prince,  it  was  thought  right 
to  come  to  England  immediately,  and 
by  Mr.  Bouverie’s  and  Mr.  Errington’s;* 
affiduity  the  marriage  was  concluded. 
Whether  inGrafton-Street  orCie\:eland- 
Square,'f'  fhall  be  fully  difclofed.  Her 

relations, 

t  f 

With  Mr.  Boiiverie  and  Mr.  Errington,  I  have 
no  perfonal  intimacy.  If  the  freedom  taken  with  their 
names  give  offence,  they  have  my  addrels.  1  hope  to 
fee  them  foon  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Nothing  but 
the  interpofition  of  Heaven  will  flop  the  enquiry. 

f  It  is  of  little  confequence  to  know  where  the 
Prieft  pronounced  his  benedidlion.  It  Is  evident  he  had 
no  authority  from  Almighty' God  to  fay  to  the  Prince — 
thy  wife  fhall  be  as  the  fruitful  vine  upon  the  walls  of 
thy  houfe — thy  children  like  the  olive-  branches  round 
about  thy  table — lo,  thus  fhall  the  man  be  bleffed,  that 

feareth 


9 


(  II  ) 

relations,  particularly  her  uncle  Mr. 
Farmer  and  Mr.  Throgmorton,  were 
hrft  proud  of  the  . event,  but  fince  the 
publication  of  your  book  they  have 
been  very  Ihy  upon  the  fubjeft. 


The  Marquis  came  over  lafl:  winter, 
and  became  known  to  the  Prince.  Mrs. 
Fltzherbert,  fearing  a  difcovery,  fpoke 
>of  him  as  a  man  unworthy  the  Prince’s 

fcareth  the  Lord — theLord  out  of  Sion  fliall  fo  blefs  thee, 
that  thou  fltalt  feejerufalem  in  profperityjall  thy  life-long, 

<It  is  clear,  without  a  comment,  that  the  Prieft  did  not 
utter  the  language  of  truth  and  infpiration.  Not  that  I 
fufpedl  Her  Highnefs  to  be  deflitute  of  the  means  of 
fruitfulnefs,  or  Jerufalem  of  happinefs — ^ — The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bellevoye  might  be  juftly  difpleafed  with  the 
former  infinuation,  and  Mr,  Pitt  with  the  latter. 

acquaintance. 


(  12  ) 

acquaintance.  The  Marquis,  pic'qued, 

'  demanded  the  two  thoufand' pounds  fhe 
had  borrowed  from  him ;  fhe  refuied  to 
pay  him,  unlefs  he  gave  up  her  letters, 
with  her  notes  of  hand,  which  he  re- 
fufed ;  fhe  then  fent  Anthony  St.Leger 
and  Weltjc  to  negociate;  and  after  much 
debate,  by  means  of  the  Abbe  Sechamp, 
the  matter  was  comiprlfed  for  the  fum 

«  i. 

of  two  hundred  pounds,^  but  the  letters 
were  not  given  up,  and  may  hereafter 

*  That  is  to  fay,  the  Lady  rated  her  favors  at  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred'pounds. — I  mean  the  favors  of  friendfl^iip 
and  familiarity — and  cheap  enough,  confidering  how 
dearly  England  has  been  obliged  to  purchafe  them, 
‘‘  There  is  no  part  of  Tour  Royal  Highnefs^  life  unfavor- 
able  to  virtue."^  [Alfred,  Page  29.]  I  am  afraid  I 
muft  make  an  index  expur gatorius^ 


be 


(  1-3  ,) 

be  publilliedj  to  the  dilgrace  of  a  P . 

who  ftands  in  fo  eminent  a  relation  with 
refpe6t  to  this  Country.  Her  brother 
Wat.  Smith,  whom  (he  had  ill-treated, 
divulged  many  of  the  fecrets,  but  he 
has  been  lately  hlenced  by  a  large  fum 
of  money.  Immenfe  fums  have  been 
lavilhed  in  trinkets,  and  much  is  due 
to  Gray  and  Caftlefranc,  on  her  ac¬ 
count.  The  expences  of  puffing  para¬ 
graphs  in  her  favor,  and  of  fuppreffing 

« 

others  againft  her,  have  amounted  to 

large  ffims,  which  muft  come  out  of 

the  public  purfe.*  There  is  a  plan  to 
*  * 

♦ 

introduce 

*  No  axiom  in  Euclid  more  juft.  If  two  dimenfions 
be  each  equal  to  a  third,  they  are  equal  to  each  other. 


4 


(  *4  ) 

iutroduce  a  number  of  Gatholics  into 
the  next  FarHament.  Mr.  Howard  will 
come  in  for  Gloucefter-*  Lord  Petrewill 
bring  in  one,  if  not  two,  for  Thetford. 
Sir  John  Swinborne,  Sir  Thomas  Gafr 
coyne,  an4  many  others.  The  Dvike 
of.Norfolk  comes  into  a  high  office  ;  fo 
there  is  danger,  if  this  woman’s  influ¬ 
ence  continue,  of  feeing  Popery  greatly 
encreafed.  She  has  correfpondence  in. 
France  through  the  Gros  Abbe,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans’  baftard  brother  j  and 
through  Abbe  Taylor,  and  fome  Irifli 

If  the  Pilnce  dlfcharge,  as  he  ought.  Her  Royal  Higb- 
nefs’  debts,  and  the  Public  difcharge  the  Prince’s  debts, 
the  Public  do  truly  difcharge  the  debts  of  Her  High- 
nefs.  E.  D.  • 

t  ^ 

*  Mr.  Pitt  is  chofen  in  the  prefent  Parliament. 

FriarsT 

■**  • 


<  15  ) 

Friars  in  many  parts  of  Italy.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  a  fecret  cabal  forming 

O 

which  will  countera61;  the  purpofes  of 
every  wholefome  adminiftratioh, 

I  rejoice  in  feeing  announced  for  the 
14th  another  edition  of  Alfred,  and  I 
hope  thefe  hints  will  come  time  enough 
to  aflift  you ;  and  if  you  wifh  it,  you 
may  depend'  upon  further  communi¬ 
cation  of  what  is  interefting  and  au¬ 
thentic.* 

I  am 

Your  lincere,  &c. 

t 

*  I  (hall  be  happy  In  ihe  correfpondence  of  fo  in¬ 
telligent  a  writer.  *  A  letter  is  now  at  the  Office,  and 
if  the  Author  will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  fend  a  card  with 
the  fignature  of  his  prefent  favor,  it  will  be  inftantly 
Selivered,  and  no  gueftions  aiked. 


\ 


(^‘  ) 

P.  s'.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  behaved  in  a  daflardly  manner,  and  be¬ 
trayed  their  conftituents  by  fuppreffing  the 
enquiry.  They  feemed  confcious  of  the  truth, 
when  they  were  afferting  a  lie.  Mr.  Rolle 
did  not  fulfil  his  promife  either  to  the  Houfe 
or  his  conftituents ;  and  his  being  fo  much 
foftened  had  a  very  fufpicious  appearance.^ 

In  my  next,  I  will  give  you  many  details 
of  the  Duke  of  York. 


*  This  cenfure  of  Mr.  Rolle,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (I  me.an' 
the  honefl  part  of  the  Houfe)  is  unmerited.  Mr.  Dundas’s  fpeecA 
was  clear  and  fatisfa6tory-“  what  has  been  written  on  the  fubje£l:  ought 
to  excite  mirth  and  good-humour,  but  cannot  be  a  ground  for  a  new 
A6l  of  Pa:rliament.  If  the  Prince  be  married  according  to  the  Rites 
of  ANY  Church,  withoujt  the  confent  of  the  King,  and  efpecially  if 
to  a  Papist,  the  marriage  a(5  is  no  fecurity  for  the  religion  and  con- 
hitution  of  the  Country.  It  -calls  for  a  Parliamentary  enquiry.”* 
^  And  this  enquiry  will  certainly  take  place  as  foon  as  the  Regent 
is  fettled  in  office.  Editor* 

FINIS. 


Erratum.  For  Bellevoye,  read  Bellois. 


